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54TH CONGRESS, ( 
1st Session. f 
SENATE. J REPORT 
t No. 751. 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
APRIL 21, 1896.-Ordered to be printed. 
Mr. VILAS, from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the following 
ADVERSE REPORT: 
[To accompany S. 2414.] 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2414) 
granting a pension to Mrs. Mary E. Wyse, widow of Lieut. Col. F. 0. 
Wyse, have examined the same and report: 
The claim to this pension is utterly wanting jn merit. 
Appended hereto is a statement of the military record of the officer. 
It shows that his service was conspicuous for the absence of anything 
to commend him to unusual favor; indeed, to any favor. He appar-
ently rendered no service in war, but, the indication is that he avoided 
it. A regular officer, of the grade of lieutenant-colonel, he had before 
him at the beginning of the civil war every prospect of honor to him-
self and opportunity to repay his country the debt of honor he owed 
it. He withdrew himself from both, and yet succeeded in procuring a 
special act of Congress by which he enjoyed the pay of a retired officer 
for the residue of his life. 
There is nothing to prove, and surely no presumption, that his death 
resulted from any cause due to any service in the line of duty. No 
claim can be recognized for such a career without gross injustice to the 
worthy men who are deserving of the favor of the Government, both 
in repute and in risk to an overburdened system. 
Your committee recommend the indefinite postponement of the bill 
WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, March 12, 1896. 
Statement of the milita1·y sm·vice of Francis 0. Wyse, late of the United States ..tfrnty com-
piled from the records of this office. ' 
Cadet at Uni~ed States M~itary ~cademy, September 1, 1833; he was appointed 
brevet, second lieutenant, Third Artillery, July 1, 1837; promoted to be second lieu-
tenant, Third Artillery, July 31, 1837; promoted to be first lieutenant, Third Artillery 
July 31, 1838; promoted to be captain, Third Artillery, March 3, 1847; promoted t~ 
be major, Fourth Artillery, May 14, 1861; promoted to be lieutenant-colonel Fourth 
Artillery, November_ 1, 1861; resignation accepted July 25, 1863; appointed (act 
February 15, 1879) lieutenant-colonel February 19, 1879 (additional)· he accepted 
February 28, 1879; and was retired from active service February 28, 1879. 
SERVICE. 
He was in garrison at Fort Monroe, Va., August to November 1837; in the Florida. 
war, to May, 1838; in the Cherokee Nation transferring Indians' to the West to Octo-
ber, 1838; in the Florida war (on detached service, Fort Columbus, N. Y.,' June 24, 
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1840, to December 91 1840), to January, 1842; at New Orleans Barracks, La., to April 
19, 1842; on ordinary leave to July 18, 1842; on sick leave and under orders to join 
command, to October 4, 1842; with battery at Fort McHenry, Md., to October 6, 
1843; at Augusta Arsenal, Ga., to April 22, 1844; at Fort Macon, N. C., to October, 
184.4; at Augusta Arsenal, Ga., (in arrest May 27 to November 18, 1845, and under 
suspension from command, sentence general court martial, to November 18, 1845), t-o 
November 18, 1845; at Fort Moultrie, S. C. (on recruiting service from June 14 to 
August 26, 1846), to October, 1846; in military occupation of Texas and war with 
Mexico, to June, 1848; at Fort Monroe, Va., to September 16, 1848; on leave in 
Europe to June 15, 184-9; in garrison at Fort Adams, R. I., to September, 1849; in 
Flori<la, hostilities against Seminole Indians; to December, 1850; on detached service 
at Washington, D. C., to March 31, 1851; on garrison duty at Fort Independence, 
Mass., to January, 1854; at Fort Columbus, N. Y., to April, 1854; in arrest and under 
suspension, sentence of general court martial, to December 5, 1854; with battery in 
Washington and Oregon Territories, to November 1, 1860; on leave to April 30, 1861; 
on detached service at Fort Monroe, Va., to December 3, 1861; on recruiting service 
to June 18, 1862; under orders to appear before Retiring Board, and was examined 
by said Board at Washington, D. C., August 7, 1862. 
The Board reported him as not, in their opinion, incapacitated for active service 
as a mounted officer. 
November 1, 1862, he tendered his resignation, on the ground that he was unable 
to perform active duty to his own satisfaction, or to the interest of the servi(le. 
His resignation was accepted, to date July 25, 1863. 
He was reappointed lieu~enant-colonel of artillery and placed on the retired list 
of the Army, .E'ebruary 28, 1879, under the provisions of a special act of Congress, 
approved Pebruary 19, 1879. 
He was unemployed after his examination by the Retiring Board in August, 1862, 
until his resignation was accepted, July 25, 1863. 
0 
J. S. BABCOCK, 
.Assistant .il.djutant-G eneral. 
